
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF MAY 2, 2016 

 

The Work Session of May 2, 2016 was called to order at 6:320 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Open Public Comment period was announced by the Administrator.  There were no 

comments made at this time. 

 

The Solicitor reviewed the current curfew ordinance on the borough’s books in 

conjunction with recent litigation making many of these ordinances illegal because of 

the vagueness in the language of what the various possible events could be.  Our 

ordinance, on the other hand, does provide definitions of these events.  Although, he 

noted, the ordinance is too strong in the penalties section.  He will draft an amendment 

to be reviewed at the next work session. 

 

The Administrator reviewed new information received regarding the Fire Department’s 

request to use their current Command Vehicle as a personnel transport vehicle to fires, 

as well as purchase a new Command Vehicle.  The Fire Chief reported that the current 

vehicle can fit 4-5 personnel depending on their size.  He also indicated that this equates 

to almost the same number of personnel (4-6) that fit on the piece of apparatus that will 

be retired.  As for the equipment needed on a Command Vehicle the Fire Chief provided 

a long list of equipment, as well as pointing out that the equipment on the current vehicle 

is outdated and obsolete.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked what the cost for the new 

equipped vehicle would be.  The Administrator replied that the projected cost is 

approximately $45,000.  She further noted that this cost could be covered for this year’s 

capital, or we could wait until next year.  Both Commissioner Moscatelli and 

Commissioner Rochford indicated that they would be okay with buying the vehicle either 

this year or the next.  Mayor Kasko also agreed.  The Commissioners then agreed to move 

forward with the purchase of this new vehicle this year.  The Administrator then briefly 

reviewed an issue the Fire Department is having with their turn out clothing and an 

apparent design flaw the vendor is telling them they have to pay to have corrected.  It 

was agreed to involve the Solicitor in this issue. 

 

The Borough Solicitor reviewed an amendment to the ordinance recently passed 

governing items being left in the street.  The Commissioners agreed to these changes.  

Mayor Kasko briefly discussed a similar ordinance from Davis, CA.  The Solicitor 

commented that it was the same, but too general for our needs.  The Commissioners 

agreed that the draft ordinance would be added to the May 10th agenda. 

 

The Administrator reviewed a draft of the Complete Streets Policy that was provided to 

the Commissioners.  She noted that when the document was finalized it would have to 

be approved by resolution, but in the meantime the Commissioner should review the 

document and make any comments, either now or at a later time.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli stated that overall the document looked good, but did express concerns 

about who would be doing the recommended review of various items.  The Administrator 

replied that it would most likely be the Complete Streets Committee.  Commissioner 



 

 

Moscatelli then commented that the biggest challenge he saw was the incorporation of 

any bike lanes; unless we are going to give up parking there will most likely be no bike 

lanes.  The Administrator pointed out that the County’s Complete Streets document 

indicates that bike lanes do not have to be placed on roads that are 25 mph and under.  

She further commented, as an example, that on Centre Street, since there is parking only 

on one side of the street, that a bike lane could be added to the other side of that street 

to facilitate those riding their bikes to and from the park/recreation area.  She further 

noted that there are other alternatives than incorporating bike lanes, i.e. painting 

symbols in the street reminding drivers to share the road is one suggestion.  She finished 

by reminding the Commissioners that their comments could be forwarded to her at a 

later time. 

 

The May 10, 2016 agenda was reviewed.  It was noted that the 2016 Road Program bid 

award/rejection should be moved to the May 24th agenda. 

 

For the update on the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) Mayor Kasko announced 

that Republic Bank has agreed to sponsor the property tax relief program by purchasing 

the one card for each household in town.  Not only will homeowners be able to use them, 

but so will renters and business owners.  Each participating business will need to have a 

special machine to read these cards.  The cost for those machines will be on the business 

owner, and possibly PfH.  A meeting will need to be set up with the Chief Financial Officer 

(CFO) on how to proceed in this endeavor.  The Mayor commented that be believed the 

smaller businesses would be interested, but did not believe the large ones would get 

involved, i.e. Acme and Starbucks. 

 

The Administrator briefly reviewed information from the Planning Board (PB) on Chapter 

135-64 Conditional Uses for Restaurants.  The PB will be discussing possible changes to this 

section at their May meeting.  If they vote to approve these changes at their meeting 

and submit them to the Commissioners, then we could have an ordinance on the 

agenda for the second meeting in May.  Mayor Kasko reviewed what signage and 

merchandise displays could be put out by ordinance on the sidewalks by the store 

owners.  Discussions were held on what ways this ordinance section could be changed 

to make it easier for store owners to improve their signage.  Specifically discussed was the 

use of sandwich boards and how many are out on the sidewalks now.  At this time all 

restaurants are allowed to put out these types of signs.  It was noted that the Partnership 

for Haddonfield will be attending the next work session to review the signage ordinance 

with the Commissioners.  Concerns were raised about the amount of signage already in 

the downtown area and how changes to the ordinance could affect that.  Commissioner 

Rochford suggested checking out what other town allow, i.e. Cape May, Avalon, etc.  

The Commissioners agreed to get this information for the next work session.  

 

The Commissioners were updated on the status of the stadium lighting project.  The 

Engineer has been with the vendor, and although they cannot start the work until after 

the June 20th graduation, they are already starting to manufacture the lights.  Therefore, 

there is a chance the project could be completed for the July 3rd fireworks, but it will 

depend upon the condition of the existing wiring.  Commissioner Rochford stated that he 

has received a complaint from a Hopkins Lane resident regarding the lights on 

anniversary field; the lights are reflecting off the water into their home. 



 

 

 

Mayor Kasko stated that he has received complaints about the condition of the tennis 

courts.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that work is being done on this issue already.  He 

further noted that there are drainage issues that need to be addressed there, also.  The 

Administrator pointed out that the last time the courts were resurfaced was in 2008/2009, 

after which the tennis association was supposed to provide annual maintenance to 

maintain the surfaces.  Mayor Kasko voiced his concerns regarding the condition of the 

surfaces and how dirty they also were.  It was agreed that the Borough will send someone 

there to brush and clean the courts.   

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion at 7:06 p.m. to adjourn the meeting.  

Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk  

 
 


